Factors which affect the cost of manufacturing a textile product

· Materials and components

· Type of labour

· Machinery

· Production method

· Storage of materials

· Transport – factory to shop

· Labour –wages

· Wastage of fabric – economic lay plan

· Energy costs – electricity, oil, petrol

· Overheads – rates

· Research – how much work developing the product i.e. making the prototype
· Advertising – need to be able to sell the product

· Maintenance of machinery

· Quality control systems

Factors other than cost which manufacturers must consider when planning production of a product

· Materials – what fabric made from, country of origin, is it suitable, where/how stored

· Pre-manufactured components – how many, where from (delivery), availability

· Order of work – everybody working, completion

· Skills of workforce – will meet production schedule

· Quantity – does the factory have the capacity

· Quality control checks – how many and at what stages

· Critical tolerances – i.e. if seam allowance should be 1.5cm will they accept 1.4cm or 1.6cm

· Timing of production – holidays, illnesses, etc

· Equipment needed – use of CAD/CAM

· Health and safety – safe working practices, correct protective clothing
· Colour range – how many to make of each colour
· Size range 

