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Stanley 99E Craft Knife weighs 152g which is lighter than the Stanley Titan Retractable blade knife @ 166g and the Stanley 'Fat Max' Swivel-Lock fixed blade knife @ 173g. It is marginally heavier than the Stanley Classic @ 148g but considerably heavier than the Snap-Off knife set @ 61g
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Stanley 99E Craft Knife retails at £4.64 which is cheaper than the Stanley Titan Retractable blade knife @ £10.99 and the Stanley 'Fat Max' Swivel-Lock fixed blade knife @ £7.04 but more expensive than the Snap-Off knife set @ £2.29p Stanley Classic £3.69





Analysis of the Strengths and Weaknesses of the Stanley 99E in Comparison with Other Similar Products





For the purposes of this comparison, I am going to evaluate a range of products and focus specifically on the following criteria:


Cost


Weight


Time taken to replace blade


Ergonomics
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To test the time taken to replace the blade, the process was timed and repeated 3 times with an average time taken recorded.


The times are shown below





The Snap Off blade was tested by exchanging the strip of replacement blades. The process was hampered by a fiddly release mechanism.





The Stanley Classic was extremely simple. A single screw holds the two sides together and there is no mechanism inside.





The 99E was much more time consuming compared to the other knives. Several parts needed to be carefully aligned before re-assembly.





The large brass fastener, a feature of both of these knives, allowed the blade to be changed easily and without a tool.





The 99E was rated as the third most comfortable to use. The Titan and the Fat Max were both praised for their handling comfort and particularly the angled blade. The 99E was regarded as better shaped for the hand than the Classic and considerably more comfortable than the Snap-Off knife. The 99E had a much smoother blade retraction mechanism than the Snap-Off which felt cheap and lacked the durable feel of the 99E.


Only the 99E and the Classic required tools to change the blade. A textured brass fastener made changing the blades of the Titan and Fat Max a comparative doddle.





Cost





Weight





Ergonomics





Ease of Blade Change





The 99E is a good middle-of-the-road craft knife, which is good at most things but does not excel at any one thing. It’s retractable blade made it more useful and safer than the Titan and Fat Max knives, which were noticeably more expensive, too. Compared to the Classic it is only marginally heavier and more expensive but the improved ergonomics and retractable blade more than make up for this. The 99E suffered in comparison to the Snap-Off knife because it was more expensive and heavier. It’s blade changing mechanism was also more time consuming although it did have a much more durable feel and, crucially, was rated as much more pleasant to use.





Conclusion








